[Partial pericardium defect with a cardiac heart diverticulum and extensive intrauterine hypoxic myocardial lesions].
The autopsy of a fetus at 23 weeks gestational age revealed a partial pericardial defect with subsequent herniation of parts of the left ventricle. The myocard was impinged by the fibrous rim of the residual pericardium. Microscopic examination showed signs of recurrent myocardial infarctions with necrosis, calcification, fibrosis and prominent deposition of iron.Partial pericardial defects result from incomplete fusion of the pleuropericardial membrane and may lead to myocardial infarction via compression of the coronary arteries.